Difference in fibrinolytic activity between multivessel coronary spasm and one-vessel coronary spasm.
Plasminogen activator inhibitor activity was higher in 18 patients with multivessel spasm than in 20 patients with 1-vessel spasm and in 22 control patients. Tissue plasminogen activator antigen was also higher in patients with multivessel spasm than in those with 1-vessel spasm and control patients. The increased plasminogen activator inhibitor activity in patients with multivessel spasm indicates that the fibrinolytic system is more impaired in such patients than in those with 1-vessel coronary spasm; this may be related to the higher incidence of refractory angina during hospitalization and cardiac events during the follow-up period.